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This meeting is being recorded and will be placed in the records of the 2019 – 2023 Consolidated Plan and 2019 Annual Action Plan Substantial Amendment III for documentation of citizen participation
It’s 1:30 pm and we’ll call the public hearing for the 2019-2023 Consolidated Plan and 2019 Annual Action Plan Substantial Amendment III to order. I am Kathy Possinger, Director of the Center for Community and Housing at Department of Community and Economic Development.
The Center is responsible for preparation of the consolidated planning process which allows the Commonwealth to receive funding under HUD’s Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), the HOME Investment Partnerships(HOME), the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG), the Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS Programs (HOPWA), and the National Housing Trust Fund (HTF) along with funding for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) and CDBG-Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) grants, as well as amending any of these plans in accordance with the Commonwealth’s Citizen Participation Plan for the Consolidated Plan and Action Plan.  
On March 27, 2020 the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act was signed into law. The CARES Act allocates funding for the preparation of, responding to, or the prevention of the spread of novel Coronavirus (COVID19).  With the first round of funding from the CARES Act, the Commonwealth will be receiving funding under the CDBG -CV, ESG-CV, and the HOPWA-CV programs.  Because of these additional federal programs, the Commonwealth must amend its 2019-2023 Consolidated Plan and 2019 Annual Action Plan to add the new resources and beneficiaries to the goals and objectives of the programs.
The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is proposing to amend the plans to include the CARES Act funding in the following areas; the methods of distribution (MOD) for the CARES Act programs, the amount of funding the Commonwealth will receive under the CARES Act for each program, and the changes in the proposed outcomes of the Action Plan and Consolidated Plan due to the increase funding. Details of the substantial amendment are listed below.  The changes constitute major changes to the Con Plan and Annual Action Plan submitted to HUD, thus requiring a substantial amendment.  Due to waivers requested and received by the Commonwealth on citizen participation, there will only be a 5-day citizen comment period and this virtual public hearing. 
The proposed amendments for the 2019 -2023 Consolidated Plan 2019 Annual Action Plan are as follows:
CDBG -CV – $24,691,407

-Pursuant Community Development Block Grant Program for Non-Urban and Certain Other Municipalities in Pennsylvania (Act 179), the CDBG-CV allocation is distributed to eligible counties, cities, boroughs and townships: 
Administration/Technical Assistance: $840,742 

Discretionary/Competitive: $2,863,010 

Entitlement: $20,987,655 
-Entitlement communities must submit applications for activities that prepare for, respond to or prevent the spread of the impacts of the coronavirus in their community.

-If any community opts not to accept the allocation, per Act 179, those funds will be added to the competitive distribution.
- DCED will accept competitive (discretionary) proposals from eligible units of general local government to address activities that prepare for, respond to or prevent the impacts of the coronavirus in communities.

For both the entitlement and competitive proposals: 

-HUD has lifted the public service cap on the use of these funds and therefore DCED will allow applicants to request funding for public service activities that will prepare for, respond to or prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 

-DCED is also working to establish minimum requirements for economic development grant and loan programs administered locally to assist to retain or create jobs.

ESG – CV – $19,920,655 

-DCED proposes accepting simplified requests for proposals from municipalities state-wide and continue to allow non-profit organizations to apply directly only if the proposed project addresses a regional need.

-While ESG funds can support HUD entitlement and non-entitlement communities, DCED will propose priority in the distribution of funds to non-entitled communities over entitled communities. 

-All applicants must demonstrate their participation in and that their proposal is consistent with the strategies to address homelessness as outlined by their local Continuum of Care.

-While DCED will accept proposals in all priority areas, with the strain on homeless shelters and the impact of loss of wages on the ability to make timely rent payments, DCED anticipates the greatest need for funding in emergency shelter and homelessness prevention activities.

Non-entitlement communities will be able to request funds in any eligible component: emergency shelter – including operations, essential services and street outreach, homelessness prevention, rapid rehousing, HMIS/data collection, and administration. 

Entitlement communities will be limited to homelessness prevention, rapid rehousing and administration. 

-For all applicants, no match is required, and administration will be limited to 6% of the total request and subsequent award. 4% is proposed to remain with DCED to cover administrative expenses of grant oversight.

-No program expenditure caps (i.e., no maximum emergency shelter request or minimum rapid rehousing threshold) will be added and DCED will request the use of all ESG waivers identified by HUD. 

HOPWA – CV - $448,022 (Includes Harrisburg and Allentown EMSA) 

-The Pennsylvania Department of Health (DOH), Bureau of Communicable Diseases, Division of HIV Disease will allocate the HOPWA-CV funding on a formula basis to the six regional HIV Grantees.  Additionally, the cities of Allentown, and Harrisburg receive separate allocations directly from HUD; however, for the HOPWA CV, they have requested the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to serve as the grantee and administer the funds for housing support and related services for the needs of the HIV clients caused by COVID 19.

-There will be Tenant Based Rental Assistance, Short-Term Rent, Mortgage and Utility Assistance; Permanent Housing Placement; and Supportive Services that support clients’ needs in preparing for, responding to, or preventing the spread of COVID19.
In addition to the Substantial Amendment, The Commonwealth will be amending their Citizen Participation Process for the Consolidated Plan and Action Plans in the following manner:
Other Special Project Grants or Emergency Declaration:
In the event that other federal special programs are awarded to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania or if an emergency declaration is made that affects the administration of the existing federal programs, that are authorized under the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended, Cranston-Gonzales National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended, and/or McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act 1987, as amended, and administered by DCED, the citizen participation requirements will be followed in accordance with either the statute or regulations set forth in the program. If HUD may allow for or provides opportunities to request waivers to specific elements of the citizen participation process DCED will determine whether a waiver is necessary and seek use of the waiver authority in accordance with information provided by HUD.  Once the waiver is granted by HUD to the Commonwealth, the special conditions will be passed to its grantees, if necessary, to streamline the citizen participation process in accordance with the regulations in place.

In order to take advantage of the granted waiver authority, the grantee must amend their Citizen Participation Plan to meet the minimum standards included in the waiver if the required action is not already covered in their Citizen Participation Plan. 

Amendment – 4-2020 - CARES ACT Authorization:

Emergency Declaration Citizen Participation and Expedited Modification Process:

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) allows for a grantee to adopt and use expedited procedures to prepare, propose, modify, or amend its statement of activities to the FY 2019 and FY 2020 grant and new CARES funding related to the use of funding to address emerging COVID-19 response.

As long as national or local health authorities recommend social distancing and limiting public gatherings for public health reasons, Grantees do not need to hold in-person public hearings but “shall provide citizens with notice and a reasonable opportunity to comment of no less than 5 calendar days.  A grantee may create virtual public hearings to fulfill applicable hearing requirements for all grants from funds made available under this law”.  Any virtual hearing “shall provide reasonable notification and access for citizens in accordance with the grantee’s certifications, timely responses from local officials to all citizen questions and issues, and public access to all questions and responses”.
Note:  HUD may provide additional waivers to the three federal programs utilizing the CARES Act funding in the next coming months.  As applicable, these waivers will be requested by the Commonwealth and passed along to the grantees in carrying out their programs.
Notice of this public hearing appeared, along with the announcement of the availability of the draft of the substantial amendment in the April 25, 2020 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Along with the notice being sent to over twenty-two contact lists the Center maintains for sharing information with its stakeholders on April 24, 2020. A copy of the documents can be found at: http://dced.pa.gov  under the Consolidated Plans, Action Plan, and Reports icon at the bottom of the home page.

The purpose of this public hearing is to provide individuals and organizations the opportunity to comment on the draft substantial amendment to the 2019 -2023 Consolidated Plan and 2019 Annual Action Plan.
The draft substantial amendment to the Plan have been distributed throughout the Commonwealth for public review and comment during the period of April 27, 2020 through May 1, 2020.

All comments will be considered, and the substantial amendments will be finalized and submitted to HUD by May 4, 2020.

At this point, I’d like to open the lines for any comment on the Substantial Amendment to the 2019 -2023 Consolidated Plan and 2019 Annual Action Plans. Any and all issues are open for comments, but your comments should be primarily directed at the content of the draft substantial amendment.  

Please give your name, municipality, and agency or organization you represent.

Has everyone who is interested in speaking on the substantial amendment had a chance to make their comment?  The five-day comment period continues to be open until Friday, May 1, 2020 for any further comments.  Written testimony, in lieu of Web testimony, must be submitted by 4:00 PM, Friday May 1, 2020.  Please submit comments to Megan Snyder, Department of Community and Economic Development, Center for Community and Housing Development, 400 North Street, 4th Floor, Commonwealth Keystone Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225 or via the Department’s  resource mail box at: RA-DCEDcdbghomequestions@pa.gov 
Thank you
