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Section | — General Information

A. Introduction

The Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development’s (DCED) HOME
Partnership Program (HOME) is the commonwealth’s primary vehicle to provide affordak
Pennsylvania’s communities. The creation of new affordable housing options and oppe

ousing in
nities are as

funds are provided to DCED from the U.S. Department of Housing
the annual entitlement appropriation process.

established the following priorities:
*  Rental Housing — New Construction and/o
*  First Time Homebuyers — Acquisition
*  HOME/Weatherization Deferral Progra
*  Existing Owner-Occupied Housmg Rehabi
*  Single Family Affordable

These activities will assist as a
represent renewed economi

B. Eligible Applican

Eligible apphcants for of local government, including cities, towns, counties,

U.S. Department of Housmg and Urban Development, are eligible to apply for DCED
ertain circumstances. For those PJs whose annual allocation of HOME funds from HUD in

. HOME PJs that were allocated more than $500,000 in the federal fiscal year 2017 are
apply for an activity that qualifies as a Community Housing Development Organization
JO) set a51de project. Lead Entities of a HUD-designated HOME consortia are eligible to apply for
DO Set-Aside projects.

{OME Program is integrated into DCED’s Single Application process. This approach allows municipal
applicants and DCED to combine federal and state resources to help finance local comprehensive
community development strategies.
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HOME assists communities in promoting income diversity by providing support for mixed-income
developments. These activities can create environments that enhance economic and social empowerment.

DCED will adhere to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Keystone Principles for Growth, Investment &
Resource Conservation in selection of projects to receive HOME funds. The priorities for housing contained
in these HOME guidelines are consistent and flow from the Keystone Principles.

C. Overview of the HOME Program in Pennsylvania

streamlining to the Final Rule, the October 21, 1998 amendments to the
HOME Rule published on July 24, 2013.

In accordance with the commonwealth’s Consolidated Plan and deta
administers the HOME Program but also appropriates a portion of its
Finance Agency (PHFA) as a state-recipient to administer rental and

performed by DCED. The competitive scoring will
categories such as risk analysis and administrative /

priority and several other
efore, a low priority activity

DCED is now funding HOME prioritized activi

PHFA uses the portion of the commonwealth’s an i OME funds it receives for rental

D. Priorities for Housi

DCED has implemente
The purpose of the crit
housing needs io

ffectively identify potential projects receiving funds.
assure that housing funds are used to address the most critical
cess to select projects and award funding will be based on
rities as listed below. DCED’s HOME priorities:

e Homebuyers — Acquisition with/without Rehabilitation

Neatherization Program

Single Family Affordable Housing - New Construction

ited activities under the HOME Program:

*  Public housing upgrade and modernization

»  Tenant subsidies for certain special mandated purposes under Section 8
*  Matching Funds for other federal programs

*  Annual Contributions Contracts (ACC)
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*  Activities under the Emergency Low-Income Housing Preservation Act of 1987 and 1990, except
that assistance may be provided to priority purchasers as defined in 24 CFR 248.101

*  Acquisition of certain real estate property owned by an applicant

»  Operating subsidies for rental housing

E. Overview of the HOME Application Process

Successful applicants are those that meet the priorities and requirements of the HOM
demonstrate a critical need for the proposed activity the ability to carry out the pr
potential for the proposed activity to be implemented in a timely manner.

For administrative and other practical reasons, a unit of local government
HOME funds. As a state recipient, a unit of local government will be gr.

Disbursement and Information System (IDIS). Applications submitted by nt may be
submitted on behalf of other public agencies, nonprofit organization
Development Organizations (CHDOs), and/or private developers. Infq Certification

the HOME Statement of
Regulations (as applicable),

Successful applicants selected for HOME funding a
Assurances and Contract Conditions. The applicant
Anti-displacement/Relocation Plan, Affirmatiy,
Limited English Proficiency (LEP), Minority a iness Enterprise Plan, Section 3 Plan,
Excessive Force Policy and the commonwealth’s i

h adheres to the provisions of the HOME regulatory
ust be submitted.

posted funding cycle(s)
requirements, specific t

apacity. All HOME applicants proposing an activity must
itment of all other funding sources to the activity requested. HOME applications must
ided. DCED’s web-based Electronic Single Application must be completed as

orm Administrative Guldance of 2 CFR 200 as amended as well as all other applicable issued laws and
1lations. Some of the program requirements, with specific detailed attention given to those areas where
D policy changes have been instituted, are described in this section.

*  Applicants seeking Existing Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation and Homebuyer activities funding
will be limited to a maximum of $500,000 as a town, borough or township. Cities and county applicants
are limited to $750,000.
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1.

Applicants seeking rental housing and homebuyer - new construction activities will be limited to a
maximum funding request of the per unit subsidy limits for the Metropolitan Statistical Area for the
proposed activity.

Priority consideration will be provided to municipal applicants seeking HOME funds that meet the
15% CHDO Set-Aside requirement on behalf of a non-profit. The non-profit must be certi
DCED as a CHDO for the project in question.

Recently DCED amended its priorities and eligible applicants including opportuni
weatherization, other Participating Jurisdictions and projects to be eligible for

priority area.

Target, Leverage and Impact (TLI) will no longer be a priority co
award. However DCED encourages thoughtful approaches to pri
targeted by units of local government for revitalization efforts.
revitalization areas should be noted as a consideration for HOM

submission of an application for HOME funds. Ea
email of the discussion for inclusion in the appli€ati

National Environmental Polices Act of 19 to committing HOME funds for HOME-
assisted affordable housing activities, the actiyi sed in accordance with NEPA.
Selected applicants will receiv r requiring an Environmental Review Record

Uniform Relocati
funds are covered

Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 (URA) — HOME program
the URA.

amended (43 P.S. ss 165-1 through 165-17) (Please refer to PA—
on the applicability of Davis Bacon vs. State Prevailing wage rates.)

— DCED will not fund new residential development in the identified 100-year

ity in which the area is situated is participating in the National Flood Insurance
and

The selected applicant assures that flood insurance is obtained for all assisted housing units located
in the identified 100 - year floodplain.

No federal funds may be used to assist properties located in a floodway. The project must be
reviewed to determine if any of the project is within the designated floodway using the best
available data.
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6. Pennsylvania Agricultural Land Preservation Policy — It is the commonwealth’s policy to protect,
through the administration of all agency programs and regulations, the commonwealth’s prime
agricultural land from irreversible conversion to uses that result in the land’s loss as an environmental
and essential food production resource. Commonwealth funds and commonwealth administered federal
funds shall not be used to encourage the conversion of “prime agricultural land” to other uses when
feasible alternatives are available.

G. HOME Supplemental Materials

Following is a list of supplemental materials that are available upon request fro
Community Development Operations:

+  HOME Program, 24 CFR Part 92, as amended

*  HOME Program Definitions found at 24 CFR 92.2
*  HOME Income Limits (most current as published by HUD)
+  HOME 95% Value Limits (most current as published by HU

*  PA Department of Revenue, Realty Transfer Tax
by the PA Department of Revenue)

e Section 234 HOME Maximum Per-Unit Su
HOME Rent Limits (most current as

Allowance for the HOME Program
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Section Il - HOME Program Application

A. HOME Application Submission Procedures

Applicants must submit an individual application for each priority activity selected. Each ap

Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development
Attention: Center for Community & Housing Development
Commonwealth Keystone Building

400 North Street, 4th Floor

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225

For general instructions regarding the Single Application process, refer i cation page of the
General Application Information section of the HOME

B. HOME Application Contents
*  Pennsylvania DCED HOME

the table of contents page of the General Application Information and
endix must be tabbed in the application submission. If an applicant wishes to apply for

General Application Information

Rental Housing — New Construction and/or Rehabilitation
Appendix III First Time Homebuyers — Acquisition with/without Rehabilitation
Appendix IV HOME/Weatherization Deferral Program

Appendix V  Existing Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation

Appendix VI Single Family Affordable Housing — New Construction


https://dced.pa.gov/download/home-program-appendix-1-rental-housing/?wpdmdl=80335
https://dced.pa.gov/download/home-program-appendix-2-first-time-homebuyers/?wpdmdl=80339
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https://dced.pa.gov/download/home-program-appendix-4-existing-owner-occupied-housing-rehabilitation/?wpdmdl=80346
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https://dced.pa.gov/download/home-program-appendix-6-single-family-affordable-housing/?wpdmdl=86292

Regional Offices

Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development
dced.pa.gov
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Aliyah Furman, Director
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