PENNSYLVANIA. BUILT TO ADVANCE.

Greenways, Trails and

Program (GT

Ied

oS

<&

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Tom Wolf, Governor

Program Guidelines January 2016

Department of Community & Economic Development




Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program Guidelines
01-22-2016

Table of Contents

Section |

Section Il

Statement of Purpose . ...... ... .. ... 1

ENGIDIILY . . . o\ oo oo e e e

A.  Eligible Applicants . . ... ...
B. Eligible Projects ........... ... ... .. . . . . . .
C. EligibleUseof Funds .......... ... ... .. ... . .. . . ...

Section Il

A.  Applicant Cost Share Requirements

Program Requirements . .......................

B. Planning & Permits ...........................
C. OtherRequirements .......................
D. Fees ...

Section IV
Section V
Section VI
Section VII
Section VIl
Appendix |
Appendix Il

Grants . ......... ... . ... ..l
Application Procedures
Application Evaluation

Procedures for Accessin
Program Inquiries .........
Supplemental In

Authorized ici ON ... 8



Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program Guidelines
01-22-2016

Section | — Statement of Purpose

Act 13 of 2012 establishes the Marcellus Legacy Fund and allocates funds to the Commonwealth Financing
Authority (the “Authority”) for planning, acquisition, development, rehabilitation and repair of greenways,
recreational trails, open space, parks and beautification projects.

Section Il — Eligibility

A. Eligible Applicants

1. Municipality — Any county, city, borough, incorporated town, to

e protection, enhancement,
Ith's environmental, conservation,
recreation or similar resources. The organizati -exempt institution under section 501(c)
(3) of the Internal Revenue Cod 26 U.S.C. § 501(c) (3)) and registered

5. Watershed Organizati i ognized by the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (J2 Environmental Protection (DEP) that was established to
ion’cfforts in an identified watershed.

sses — other than “producers” of natural gas as defined in Act 13.

B. Eligible
ible project er the GTRP include:

Recreation Areas — These projects involve the rehabilitation and development of

¢ indo®rand/or outdoor park, recreation and conservation areas and facilities. Parks and recreation
eas are areas of land and/or water, for use as a neighborhood, community or regional public park and
ecreation site. Property may be acquired for active and/or passive recreation use to create new park and
eation areas and/or expand existing recreational sites.
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2.  Greenways and Trails — These projects involve the renovation and development of linear public
facilities, such as bicycle, walking, equestrian, snowmobile, and nature trails; passive recreation areas;
riparian forest buffers; wetland boardwalks; observation decks. Related support facilities including:
access roads, parking areas, walks, comfort station, lighting, landscaping, and signage are also eligible.
Greenways are areas of land and/or water which provides a linear recreation, conservation, or open
space corridor along a natural or man-made feature.

Trails are designated land and/or water corridor with public access that provides recs
alternative transportation opportunities to motorized and/or non-motorized user g

3. Rivers Conservation — These projects enhance rivers, streams, and watershe

C. Eligible Use of Funds
Funds may be used by the applicant to pay for any of the following

1. Development, Rehabilitation and Improvement of public pa
facilities, trails, greenways, and watershed implementation proje

a. Construction activities. Construction contingenci
b. Fixed equipment
c. The clearing and preparation of land.
b. Environmental site assessment.
Related engineering, design, and inspectio not eed 10% of grant award.
d. Professional services includ surveying, preparation of bid documents,

construction inspection, archae i urveys, PNDI surveys, appraisals etc.

f.  Administrative
include advertis osts as well as documented staff expenses. Administrative

educational value.

itical habitats are areas of land and/or water which provides habitat for rare, threatened or endangered
t and animal species or ecological or natural communities which are at risk of destruction or
substantial degradation.

Ineligible costs include but are not limited to public relations, outreach, communications, lobbying,
litigation, fees for securing other financing, interest on borrowed funds, application preparation fees and
other costs incurred prior to the approval of grant funds.
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Section lll - Program Requirements

A.

. Other Requirements

Applicant Cost Share Requirements

Projects require a 15% local cash match of the total project cost or cash equivalents for the apg
of real estate. If using the value of real estate as match, an appraisal not older than 1 year
Match commitment documentation is required to be provided along with the applicatig
Exhibit 3).

Planning and Permit Requirements

All recipients of funding under GTRP will be required to secure all nec

1. Conflicts of Interest

An officer, director, or employee of an applicant w o has a private interest in a
i g body of the applicant and
may not vote on any action of the applicant conc rticipate in the deliberations

of the applicant concerning the project.

2. Nondiscrimination
No assistance shall be awarded t i i unless the applicant and project user
certify to the Authority that they i i inst any employee or against any person
seeking employment because of rac i onal origin, age or sex. All contracts for work
to be paid with GTRP agsi ust in the commonwealth’s official nondiscrimination clause.

3. Project Records
The applicant must maintai urate records, retained as Daily Activity Logs, with respect to
the project and mus trol over related parties in the project. The Authority requires

4. A Prevailing
truction work associated with the project may be subject to the Pennsylvania Prevailing

projects Teceiving grant funds of $100,000 or more, an audit from a Certified Public Account (CPA)
sting all project costs must be submitted to the Authority, within 180 days after expiration of the grant.
) the opinion section of the audit, a statement shall be made certifying that the commonwealth funds
re disbursed in accordance with the terms in the grant agreement.

6. Bidding Requirements
Applicants must comply with all applicable federal, state, and local laws and regulations dealing with
bidding and procurement.
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7. Control of Property, Deed Restrictions and Public Access
The applicant must control the property that will be developed, rehabilitated or for which a Site
Development Drawing will be completed. Property that is not owned in fee simple must be controlled
through a permanent easement or long-term lease agreement (minimum of 25 years) to protect facilities
for their useful lifetime. All facilities and property funded must be accessible to the public for uses
consistent with the purposes for which it was acquired.

8. Guideline Provisions
The GTRP guideline provisions may be modified or waived by the Authority unlg
by law.

otherwise req

D. Fees

The Commonwealth Financing Authority charges a $100 non-refundab
applications. The application fee is due at the time of submission.

Section IV — Grants

1. Grants shall not exceed a total of $250,0

2. To be eligible for reimbursement, project cost:
the grant agreement.

d within the time frame established by

mit the electronic on-line Department of Community and Economic
for Assistance located at www.esa.dced.state.pa.us. For inquiries on the

a : er Service Center at (800) 379-7448 or (717) 787-3405. Once submitted,
opies of the application, and send with the required supplemental information (please see
idelines) via US Mail along with the signature page to:

Community and Economic Development

vation and Investment — CFA Programs Division
enways, Irails and Recreation Program

ommonwealth Keystone Building

D0 North Street, 4th Floor

isburg, PA 17120-0225

Please reference the Web ID number on any documents sent with the signature page.
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Section VI — Application Evaluation

All applications for financial assistance will be reviewed by the Authority in conjunction with the Department of
Community and Economic Development and the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources to

determine eligibility of the proposed project as well as the competitiveness of the proposal. Applicati
evaluated on a competitive basis using the following criteria:

arc

1. The economic conditions of the region where the project is located.
2. The level of matching investment.
3. Regional nature of the project.

4. Local financial support.

5. Project readiness.

6. Current availability of greenway, recreational, and trail facilities

7. Financial need.

ment and commitment letter will be issued by
d conditions of the grant. The grant agreement and
commitment letter must be sig uthority within 45 days of the date of the commitment

letter or the offer may be wit

The applicant shall obtain th
Pennsylvania who wi
accordance with
30-day interva

ional engineer, architect, or landscape architect licensed in
ing construction that the expenses were incurred and were in
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Section VIIl — Program Inquiries

Program inquiries should be directed to:

PA Department of Community and Economic Development
Office of Innovation and Investment — CFA Programs Division
Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program

400 North Street, 4th Floor

Commonwealth Keystone Building

Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225

Telephone: (717) 787-6245
Fax (717) 772-3581
E-mail: ra-dcedsitedvpt@pa.gov

These guidelines can also be accessed online at www.newPA.com

N
&
v
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Appendix | — Supplemental Information

In addition to completing the Department of Community and Economic Development Single Application for
Assistance, please include the following items when applying for a grant under GTRP:

Exhibit 1 Provide a narrative which discusses all of the following: (a) a description of

land served by the project; (f) the estimated start and end dates
of the municipalities that will participate in and benefit from

Exhibit 2 A statement as to the estimated cost of the project. T
engineer or other qualified professional and should b
copies of the signed bid/quotations, contactor estimat
documentation that verify project cost estimates.

Exhibit 3 Funding commitment letters from all oth j i urces if applicable (including
, rate and collateral
eal estate as match, an

Exhibit 4

Exhibit 5  The most recent audit: i f the ‘applicant, parent company (if for profit
applicant). Financial sta i lance sheets, income statements, and notes
to financials.

Exhibit 6 funding requested.

Exhibit 7 i ocal planning and permit approvals required for the project.

Exhibit 8 lanning agency certifying that the proposed project is in

ensive land use plans.

ctor applicants, provide a resolution duly adopted by the applicant's governing board
ingrthe grant, designating an official to execute all documents, describing briefly

state Appraisers or a PA State Certified Appraiser.

For all applicants, provide copies of notifications provided to county and municipal governing
bodies advising them of the proposed project.

12 For Authorized Organizations who are using grant funds for acquisition, provide copies of
written consent from the county and municipality in which the land is situated.



Greenways, Trails and Recreation Program Guidelines
01-22-2016

Appendix Il — Authorized Official Resolution

Be it RESOLVED, that the (Name of Applicant) of

(Name of County) hereby request an Greenways, Trails, and Recreation Program

(GTRP) grant of § from the Commonwealth Financing Authority to be

Be it FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Applicant does hereby designate
and Title) and (Name and Title) as the

and agreements between the (Name of A

Financing Authority to facilitate and assist in obtaining the requeste

I , duly qualified Secretary of the
(Name of County) , PA,
Resolution duly adopted by a majority vote of th (Governing Body) at a

pplicant),

is a true and correct copy of a

s been recorded in the Minutes of the

IN WITNESS THEREOE affix my han the seal of the (Applicant),

this day of ,2

Secretary





