Public Hearing – 2017, 2018 & 2019 Action Plans Substantial Amendments
April 22, 2020    1:00 pm
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This meeting is being recorded and will be placed in the records of the 2017, 2018, and 2019Annual Action Plans Substantial Amendments for documentation of citizen participation
It’s 1:00 pm and we’ll call the public hearing for the 2017, 2018 and 2019 Action Plan Substantial Amendment to order. I am Kathy Possinger, Director of the Center for Community and Housing here at Department of Community and Economic Development.
The Center is responsible for preparation of the consolidated planning process which allows the Commonwealth to receive funding under HUD’s Community Development Block Grant, the HOME Investment Partnerships, the Emergency Solutions Grant, the Housing Opportunities for People with AIDS Programs, and the National Housing Trust Fund along with funding for the Neighborhood Stabilization Program and CDBG-Disaster Recovery grants, as well as amending any of these plans in accordance with the Commonwealth’s Citizen Participation Plan for the Consolidated Plan.

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is proposing to amend the methods of distribution (MOD) for the US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)-approved 2017, 2018 and 2019 Annual Action Plans and proposed 2020 Annual Action Plans for the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) allowing for more flexibility in response to the novel Coronavirus (COVID-19). Details of the amendments are listed below.  The changes to the MOD constitute major changes to the Annual Action Plans submitted or proposed to HUD thus requiring a substantial amendment to each year’s Action Plan, additional 30-day citizen comment period and this public hearing. 
The proposed amendments for the 2017, 2018, 2019 and proposed 2020 Annual Action Plan are as follows:
a. Remove the DCED minimum allocation percentage for the rapid rehousing activity (40%) from each ESG grant MOD;
b. Add, in each program year, no more than 60% of the annual federal allocation may be used for Emergency Shelter activities (including operations, essential services and street outreach)
c. Remove DCED maximum of 20% of allocation for emergency shelter activities (operations, essential services, and street outreach) and remove cap of operational support as a percentage of overall operating budget;
d. Allow Balance of State (non-federal entitlement) subgrantees to request modifications to their existing contracts for these years, based on specific and locally identified needs, to any allowable ESG activity. (Revisions may not exceed HUD threshold for emergency shelter activity at 60%); and;
e. Allow federal direct-entitlement ESG grantees to request modifications to their existing contracts or seek funding in these years for either rapid rehousing activities or homeless prevention activities. Rapid rehousing must still represent at least 40% of the overall use of ESG funds for direct entitlement communities only.
Notice of this public hearing appeared, along with the announcement of the availability of the draft of the substantial amendments in the April 4, 2020 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin. Along with the notice being sent to over twenty-two contact lists the Center maintains for sharing information with its stakeholders. A copy of the documents can be found at: http://dced.pa.gov  under the Consolidated Plans, Action Plan, and Reports icon at the bottom of the home page.

The purpose of this public hearing is to provide individuals and organizations the opportunity to comment on the draft substantial amendments to the 2017, 2018, 2019, and the proposed 2020 Action Plans.
The draft substantial amendments to the Action Plans have been distributed throughout the Commonwealth for public review and comment during the period of April 6, 2020 through May 5, 2020.

All comments will be considered, and the substantial amendments will be finalized and submitted to HUD by May 8, 2020.

At this point, I’d like to open the lines for any comment on the Substantial Amendments to the 2017, 2018, 2019 and proposed 2020 Action Plans. Any and all issues are open for comments, but your comments should be primarily directed at the content of the draft substantial amendments.  

Has everyone who is interested in speaking on the plans had a chance to make their comment?  The thirty-day comment period continues to be open until May 5, 2020 for any further comments.  Written testimony, in lieu of Web testimony, must be submitted by 4:00 PM, Wednesday May 6, 2020.  Please submit comments to Megan Snyder, Department of Community and Economic Development, Center for Community and Housing Development, 400 North Street, 4th Floor, Commonwealth Keystone Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120-0225 or via the Department’s  resource mail box at: RA-DCEDcdbghomequestions@pa.gov 
Thank you
