DCED-GCLGS-152A (01/17)

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
GOVERNOR’S CENTER FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT SERVICES

ACT 152-2016 INITIAL REPORT
Act 152-2016 amends Act 87-1982 to create a county demolition fund in every county, including home rule counties, and allows the governing body of any
county to adopt a resolution or an ordinance that authorizes the recorder of deeds to charge and collect a maximum fee of $15 for each deed and mortgage
recorded. The fee must be deposited in the county demolition fund and used exclusively for the demolition of blighted property in the county.
Within 90 days of imposing the fee, a county that creates a demolition fund must file an initial report with the Department of Community and Economic
Development (DCED) which includes plans on how the fund resources are going to be spent. The county must follow up with an annual report within
12 months of imposing the fee and each subsequent year thereafter, detailing how many properties were demolished and the cost of demolition per property.
DCED shall post the reports on its publicly accessible website. The legislation shall expire 10 years from its effective date, January 4, 2017.
Please submit the initial report and annual reports to RA-DCEDACT152-2016@pa.gov.

INITIAL REPORT
1. COUNTY:

2. DATE:

10/23/2017

Fayette
3. DATE ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION ENACTED:

4. EFFECTIVE DATE:

4/18/2017

7/1/2017

5. APPROXIMATE NUMBER OF PROPERTIES LIKELY TO BE DEMOLISHED PER YEAR:

5
6. PLEASE PROVIDE A PLAN ON HOW THE REVENUE IN THE COUNTY BLIGHT DEMOLITION FUND UNDER ACT 152 OF 2016 IS INTENDED TO BE SPENT
(A PRE-EXISTING BLIGHT DEMOLITION PLAN MAY ALSO SUPPLEMENT THIS INFORMATION):

The Fayette County Act 152 Demolition Fund will support demolition and blight abatement activities throughout Fayette County. As the
principal organization engaged in implementing community development, single-family affordable housing, and blight abatement activities, the
Redevelopment Authority of the County of Fayette, Pennsylvania will be the administrator of the fund on behalf of the County. It is anticipated
the Redevelopment Authority will utilize Act 152 funding in combination with other resources already being used to combat blight, such as
funding through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program, Local Share Account (LSA) Program, PHFA PHARE funds, and
the Fayette County Affordable Housing Fund (Act 137). The Redevelopment Authority annually works with municipalities throughout Fayette
County to plan and implement community development and housing projects, which includes identification of key strategic properties which
should be demolished. Preference for the Fayette County Demolition Fund will be given to publicly owned or controlled properties, including
those listed in the Fayette County Repository.
It is anticipated that the Redevelopment Authority will annually request an allocation of funds through the Fayette County Commissioners,
with the first allocation being requested in July, 2018. The Redevelopment Authority will be responsible for implementing demolition activities
to insure compliance with local and state rules and regulations, as well as reporting on program outputs and outcomes to the County
Commissioners and the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

7. PLEASE INCLUDE ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT WOULD BE RELEVANT TO THE DEMOLITION PROGRAM OF THE COUNTY:

Over the past decade, the Redevelopment Authority has been implementing the Fayette County Neighborhood Stabilization Initiative, which
involves targeting strategic blighted properties for redevelopment by utilizing a variety of local, state, and federal funding to undertake
acquisition, demolition, and new construction, as well as rehabilitation of existing owner-occupied homes. The Fayette County Demolition
Fund will be used to support this overall initiative by providing funding for the demolition component.
In order to establish the fund, Fayette County's recording fee for deeds and mortgages was increased from $62.50 (the lowest in an
11-county southwestern Pennsylvania region) to $77.50 (which is still below the average recording fee for the region). The fund is anticipated
to generate approximately $108,000 / year.

